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1.       Queensland Water Workers Recognised for Excellence 
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
Two highly skilled technical water operators from the Gold Coast and Nanango have been recognised for their outstanding achievements. Brendon Schutz (Allconnex) was awarded the qldwater 2011 Queensland Operator of the Year – Civil Award, and Cameron Ansell (South Burnett Regional Council) the qldwater 2011 Queensland Young Operator of the Year Award at the recent WIOA Conference. The awards acknowledge the recipients’ individual contribution to urban water industry and reward innovation, civil expertise and customer service.  The young operator award also aims to encourage future opportunities for young operators within the industry. 

This year’s award recipients are well-deserved winners. Both have completed Certificate III in water industry operations and have made significant contributions to their employer and the community.  We congratulate Brendon and Cameron on their achievements. 

Brendon’s success is a tribute to his 10 years civil and customer service expertise having effectively managed the Gold Coast’s innovative Pressure Leakage Management Project, which is designed to reduce water usage and minimise water loss through the detection and isolation of water pressure and leaks.  Brendon’s ability to manage the technical aspects while responding to community issues has been a big contribution to the project’s success.” On receiving the prize, Brendon said he was delighted and honoured to receive this award. “I feel as though I’m continuously learning new things every day about the water industry, so to be recognised for my contributions so far, is a truly rewarding experience. I thank Allconnex for the opportunity and am looking forward to the further professional development opportunities that the award will provide,” he said.

Cameron Ansell from South Burnett Regional Council was awarded the qldwater 2011 Queensland Young Operator of the Year prize particularly in recognition of his roles in managing the successful upgrades of the Kumbia Reservoir, Gordonbrook Treatment Plant, Yallakool Tourist Park Sewage Treatment Plant and Murgon Water Treatment Plant projects. Cameron’s contribution was recognised as improving service infrastructure while reducing costs and timeframes for the completion of projects.  This has resulted in large cost savings for the community, an increase in quality and dependability of water supply and better workplace health and safety outcomes. 

Cameron said he was very pleased to have been nominated and recognised through this award.  “It is great to feel a part of the water industry and for my efforts to be recognised by my colleagues and peers. I am very grateful for the experience I have gained at the South Burnett Regional Council. Working within a smaller council allows for involvement across the entire spectrum of operations from treatment through to reticulation. The projects I have worked on have given me such a broad level of experience,” he said.


Both award recipients received a trip to the Water Industry Operations Group New Zealand Conference to a value of $2000, a perpetual commemorative plaque to be presented to their council and an individual trophy. Winning nominations were selected by a panel of water representatives from employer submissions demonstrating candidates’ commitment to skills training and development, overall plant or system management and responsibility, Occupational Health and Safety, customer service, teamwork and ability to meet Standard Operating Procedures and Council/Authority and regulatory requirements.  

To be eligible candidates must be employed within the Queensland Water Industry and be responsible for the operations and maintenance or construction of community/industrial water and wastewater treatment plants, operation and/or reticulation networks.   A list of full criteria is available at www.qldwater.com.au. 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
2.       savewater! awards

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

Now in their ninth year, the prestigious savewater! awards® recognise and reward excellence in water conservation and efficiency by business, government, schools, local communities, and individuals.  Awards are presented in eight categories; Australian Achiever, Business, Community Groups, Educational Institutions, Government, Photographic, Product Innovations, and Water Utilities.  savewater!® is honoured to also be hosting the 2011 Prime Minister’s Water Wise Award for the Australian Government Department of Sustainability, Environment, Water, Population and Communities, as part of the savewater! awards® program.
The awards are currently open for entries, and close Monday 8 August 2011 with winners announced at a gala ceremony in Melbourne in November.
Full details of all eight awards and how to register are available at www.savewater.com.au.
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